Intestinal pseudoobstruction caused by a new form of visceral neuropathy: palliation by radical small bowel resection.
We report a case of chronic intestinal pseudoobstruction caused by a newly recognized type of degenerative neuropathy of the myenteric plexus. Failure to improve despite aggressive medical management led to radical resection of the clinically involved small intestine. At follow-up 10 mo later, the patient is doing well without the need for parenteral nutrition. Radical resection of the small intestine may be necessary for palliation in rare patients with intractable pseudoobstruction.